ITALIAN FOREIGN POLICY
Britain', was nearer to the Fascist mentality than
either of the Western 'pluto-democracies'.
The more tightly France attempted to screw down
her own conception of security and the status quo
upon Europe, the more openly Italy paraded her
Russian connexion. The U.S.S.R. had agreed to
participate in the preparatory work of the Disarma-
ment Conference. To her chagrin France found
Italy, Russia, and Germany united in a common
front against her and systematically opposing her
view of Security in the preliminary discussions.
When in 1930 Briand launched his scheme for a
Pan-European Union (on the basis of existing fron-
tiers), Italy insisted that Russia must be invited to
participate, an attitude which drew a wail of disgust
from the French press.
Indeed about this time (1930-1), when Franco-
Italian relations wrere in a deplorable state (over the
naval question and Tunis amongst other things),
Italy's flirtation with Russia went to quite serious
lengths. Russian statesmen returning from Geneva
would break their journey at Milan.   Italian in-
dustrialists made organized tours in Soviet territory.
Russian technicians arrived in great numbers to
learn Italian methods. Naval squadrons exchanged
visits (this aroused France's particular suspicions)
and a really important trade agreement between the
two countries came into force during 1931.   Italy
earnestly hoped to make use of her Russian friend-
ship against France, and France's all too complaisant
associate, Britain, and her insistence upon Russian
co-operation was at least one of the factors which
helped to wreck the attempts of the ultra-conserva-
tive French Government to establish their own con-
ception of Security in. Europe.
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